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rani inaugurates 2

labs at KU

Interacts with scholars,
students through
video-conference

Srinagar, June 3: Union Human Resource
Development Minister, Smriti Irani, on Friday
inaugurated two state-of-the-art laborato-
nies at University of Kashmir, from New Delhi
through video-canferencing.

The research laboratories al University's
Department of Botany have been upgraded
in tune with international standards, under
Rastriya Ucchatar Shiksha Abiyaan (RUSA).
Rs 157 crore had been earmarked under the
central scheme for these laboratories—Bio-
logical Invasions Research Lab and Plant
Physiology and Biochemistry Lab,

Inaugurating the laboratories online. lrani—

who addressed students, scholars and aca-
demics—said: “We are always there to provide
our full support, both administrative and infra-
structural, o institutions of higher learning. It
1s now the responsibility of authorities in these
Institutions to engage students and scholars
In meaningful and cutting-edge research so
that their respective State in particular and the
country in general is benefitted.”

Irani congratulated the KU authorities and
J&K team of RUSA for successiul launch of
these projects

She also announced Centre's plans to
set-up Language Labs in all states “soon” and
also make efforts 1o “internationalize curricy-
lum” in educational institutions.

Interacting with the HRD Minister on the

occasion, J&K's Minister of Education, Naeem
Akhter appreciated the efforts of the HRD
Ministry In giving impetus to higher educa-
tion sector in J&K. “This e-launch of labora-
torles has come at most appropriate time and
iLis going to have a very positive effect on
research pursued by studentsin J&K's higher
educational institutions.”

He also informed the Union Minister
about supplementary shift started by Uni-
versity of Kashmir from this academic ses-
sion and also updated her about status of
two engineering colleges coming up each
in Jammu and Kashmir Valley.

On the occasion, frani also interacted with
some research scholars from Department
of Botany and responded to their queries
regarding fellowships and other issues.

Minister of State for Education, Culture &
Tourism Priya Sethl, Vice-Chancellor Univet-
sity of Kashmir Prof Khurshid Igbal Andrabi,
Dean Academic Affairs Prof MA Wani, Dean
Research Prof Sheikh Javid Ahmed, Registrar
Prof M A Sahaf, Mission Director RUSA J&K,
deans of various faculties, heads of depart-
ments and senior officials from the University
administration and IT &S5 were also present
during the digital launch event,
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FEfforts on to turn Kashmirinto

hub of quahty research:

Srinagar: Minister of Sducation
Naeem Akhtar today said that the
Government is committed to turu
Kashmiy into a hub of world olass
research with foouzed attention
being given to upgradation of fa-
oilities in higher education.

The Miuister wos today lpuh:z
at o function to inaugurate upgr:
od laboratories at Department of
Botany, Univercity of Heshmir by
Uniou Mizister of Human Resourc-
#5 Development Mo Swuriti Irani via

video corferencing Miniater of State
for Bducation and Techuical Educa-
tiot Ms Priys Seths, Vice Chancellor,
Prof Khurshid Andrabi, other offi-
cials and otudents attended the fune-
tiow The two laboratories have been
upgraded under RUSA at a cost of
Rs 157 arove.

Akhtar informed the Uniou Min.
ister that the state Governument has
talken many initiotives to give a fil-
lip to higher education iu the state.
He said that start of evenuing elasess

| ing. Heoasd that

at KU hao ereated 1500 new seata
on studento. He further added that

& thers ave other plans for academic

and social intervention that -nu

tives 06 echolars from USA have

[} returned to Eashmiy to pursus re-

ssarch and teach students here.

The Minister caid that the up-
E‘o&hwo(thn«hbo:m' wall

¢ game changmg for university
and together with active help from
Union Minister the atate will be
turned inuto a hub of world class
research. "RUSA assictance will
goalong way in strengthening the
mfraatructure for promoting re-
ssarch work of natiouel and fnter-
naticnal namﬁmec n nopocm 0

academio disciplines.”

The Union Minster ond lhn such
laboratories need active and con-
tinuous research utilization by the
university, She said that interna-
tionalizing ourriculum is aleo un.
dar active consideration and um.
petus will be given to local
languages too. The Union Minister
also interacted with students over
varions challeuges facing the edu-
cation sector,
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The research laborntories at Ui-
vernity’s Departinsnt of Botavy have
beet upgraded in toxe with iuter-
national standards under Rastiiya
Uochatar Shiksha Abyasn (RUSA).
Rs 1.87 erore hod been sarmarked
under the ceutral schems for theos
laboratoriec—Biological Invasions
Reoearch Lab and Plant Physiology
and Biochenuiotry Lab.
Inaugurating the laboratories
onkine, Irlm-—wiw addreased stu-
Sl ry d 4

dmte,
"We are always therw to provids our
full support,




